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Hidden Figures Across Our Geography Curriculum
Mixed-age curriculum map  |  September 2026
	Our approach: At St Martin’s, hidden figures broaden pupils’ understanding of who creates geographical knowledge and who shapes places. Each person below has a clear curriculum connection and can be woven into the enquiry without replacing its core substantive and disciplinary geography.



Reception and Year 1  |  Cycle A
	Curriculum enquiry
	Hidden figure
	Why they matter
	How to weave them into the geography

	Exploring maps
	Marie Tharp
	A pioneering American geologist and cartographer who helped create the first detailed maps of the ocean floor. Her mapping revealed the Mid-Atlantic Ridge and strengthened the evidence for plate tectonics.
	Compare a familiar land map with Tharp’s seafloor map. Ask pupils what colours, lines and shapes help a mapmaker show a place that cannot be seen directly.

	Outdoor adventures
	Rahawa Haile
	An Eritrean-American writer who completed the Appalachian Trail and wrote about experiencing the outdoors as a Black queer woman.
	Use her journey to discuss routes, landmarks and belonging outdoors. Pupils can plan an accessible adventure route around the school grounds and consider what helps everyone feel welcome.

	Around the world
	Junko Tabei
	A Japanese mountaineer who became the first woman to summit Everest and the first woman to complete the Seven Summits. She later supported work to protect mountain environments.
	Locate Japan and the seven continents, then identify a major mountain on each. Link her travels to contrasting climates, landscapes and care for special places.



Reception and Year 1  |  Cycle B
	Curriculum enquiry
	Hidden figure
	Why they matter
	How to weave them into the geography

	What is it like to live here?
	Damian Le Bas
	A British writer and artist of Romani Traveller heritage. In The Stopping Places he travelled through Britain to explore traditional stopping places, routes, landscape and belonging.
	Explore how places can hold different meanings for different communities. Map a simple journey and discuss temporary and permanent homes sensitively, avoiding stereotypes about Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people.

	What is the weather like in the UK?
	Anna Mani
	An Indian physicist and meteorologist who developed and standardised instruments used to measure weather, solar radiation and wind.
	Introduce a rain gauge, thermometer or wind measure. Let pupils make repeated observations and explain that reliable weather records depend on carefully designed instruments.

	What is it like to live in Shanghai?
	Kongjian Yu
	A Chinese landscape architect and urban planner who pioneered “sponge city” design, using parks, wetlands and other natural features to help cities absorb rainwater and reduce flooding.
	When comparing Shanghai with the local area, investigate how a very large Chinese city manages water. Design a mini “sponge playground” using soil, plants and permeable surfaces.



Year 2  |  Standalone programme
	Curriculum enquiry
	Hidden figure
	Why they matter
	How to weave them into the geography

	Would you prefer to live in a hot or cold place?
	Barbara Hillary
	A Black American nurse and explorer who reached the North Pole aged 75 and later the South Pole, becoming the first Black woman known to have reached both.
	Trace her polar journeys on a globe. Compare the Arctic and Antarctica, then consider the clothing, equipment and weather information needed in extreme cold.

	Why is our world wonderful?
	Gladys Kalema-Zikusoka
	Uganda’s first wildlife veterinary officer and founder of Conservation Through Public Health. Her work connects the wellbeing of people, wildlife and habitats around Bwindi’s mountain gorillas.
	Locate Uganda and Bwindi. Build a simple connection chain—healthy forest, healthy gorillas, healthy communities—to show why natural places are wonderful and interdependent.

	What is it like to live by the coast?
	Eugenie Clark
	A Japanese-American marine biologist known as the “Shark Lady”. She studied living sharks and fish through diving and submersible journeys and helped challenge fearful misconceptions about sharks.
	Use one of Clark’s coastal or underwater study sites to distinguish coast from open ocean. Discuss how observation can replace myths with evidence about coastal wildlife.



Years 3, 4 and 5  |  Cycle A
	Curriculum enquiry
	Hidden figure
	Why they matter
	How to weave them into the geography

	Why do people live near volcanoes?
	Katia Krafft
	A French volcanologist who measured, photographed and filmed active volcanoes. Her close observations and hazard films helped scientists and communities understand volcanic behaviour and risk.
	Study selected images as geographical evidence. Ask what they reveal about lava, ash and risk, then connect monitoring and evacuation information to why communities remain near volcanoes.

	Where does our food come from?
	Booker T. Whatley
	A Black American horticulturist and Tuskegee University professor who promoted diversified small farms, pick-your-own growing and direct relationships between farmers and local customers.
	Add his local-food model to a food-supply diagram. Compare a short farm-to-customer route with a globally traded food route and evaluate advantages and limitations.

	Would you like to live in the desert?
	Eman Ghoneim
	An Egyptian-American physical geographer who uses satellite images, GIS and hydrological modelling to investigate groundwater, flash floods and ancient river systems in desert environments.
	Compare satellite images with atlas maps. Ask pupils what hidden water features a geographer can infer and how water availability influences desert settlement.



Years 3, 4 and 5  |  Cycle B
	Curriculum enquiry
	Hidden figure
	Why they matter
	How to weave them into the geography

	Why are rainforests important to us?
	Margaret “Meg” Lowman
	An American canopy scientist who pioneered ways of studying the treetops and has researched forest canopies across the world.
	Use canopy layers as a vertical fieldwork transect. Pupils can connect her observations of biodiversity with the value of rainforests and the consequences of canopy loss.

	Why do oceans matter?
	Diva Amon
	A Trinidadian-British deep-sea biologist who investigates little-known ocean habitats and species and maps priority areas for marine conservation.
	Use the Caribbean and one deep-ocean expedition as a case study. Explore how remotely operated vehicles collect evidence and why unseen ocean places still need protection.

	Are all settlements the same?
	Amaza Lee Meredith
	A pioneering Black queer American architect, artist and educator. She designed modern homes and helped create Azurest North, a community where Black families could own holiday homes during segregation.
	Compare the purpose, layout and identity of planned communities. Use a simple site plan to ask how housing, shared space and access can make a settlement inclusive.



Years 3, 4 and 5  |  Cycle C
	Curriculum enquiry
	Hidden figure
	Why they matter
	How to weave them into the geography

	What is life like in the Alps?
	Lucy Walker
	A British mountaineer who became the first woman to climb the Matterhorn in 1871 and completed many major Alpine ascents when mountaineering was overwhelmingly male.
	Locate the Matterhorn and map a possible route from valley settlement to summit. Consider how relief, altitude, weather, clothing and transport affect life and tourism in the Alps.

	Who lives in Antarctica?
	Preet Chandi MBE
	A British Sikh polar explorer and former Army physiotherapist who became the first woman of colour to complete a solo expedition to the South Pole and later set polar journey records.
	Plot her route and investigate how she carried food, shelter and navigation equipment. Contrast a temporary expedition with life at a research station.

	What are rivers and how are they used?
	Ellen Wohl
	An American fluvial geomorphologist whose field research examines how river channels and floodplains change and interact with ecosystems and human communities.
	Use photographs or field sketches to identify erosion, deposition, floodplain features and human modification. Ask what evidence would show whether a river is healthy.



Year 6  |  Standalone programme
	Curriculum enquiry
	Hidden figure
	Why they matter
	How to weave them into the geography

	Why does population change?
	Ester Boserup
	A Danish economist whose influential work explored how population pressure can encourage changes in farming and technology, and how women’s work is often overlooked in development.
	Present her model as one interpretation, not a rule. Use population and farming evidence from a case study to test where her explanation is useful and where other factors are needed.

	Where does our energy come from?
	Annie Easley
	A Black American mathematician and computer programmer at NASA. Her code supported research into energy-conversion systems, batteries and alternative power technologies.
	Place batteries within an energy-transfer diagram and compare storage with generation. Link her calculations to the practical challenge of using solar and wind power when supply varies.

	Can I carry out an independent fieldwork enquiry?
	Alice Garnett
	A British geographer who researched the relationship between landscape and human activity. She became the first woman president of the Institute of British Geographers and later vice-president of the Royal Geographical Society.
	Use her work as a prompt for pupils to combine physical and human evidence. Require a clear question, mapped sampling sites, systematic observations and a conclusion supported by data.
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