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Geography Curriculum Statement

“The study of geography is about more than just memorising places on a map, it’s about understanding the complexity of our world, appreciating the diversity of cultures that exist across continents. And in the end, it’s about using all that knowledge to help bridge divides and bring people together”.              
Barack Obama

Curriculum Intent:
At St Martin’s we believe that all children should be enthused by the ever-changing world and be equipped with skills that allow them to flourish.

At St Martin’s Primary Academy, our intent is to produce a high-quality Geography curriculum for all our children which inspires children’s curiosity and interest to explore the world that we live in, whilst igniting a love of learning. 
We provide children with opportunities to investigate and make enquiries about their local area so that they can develop a real sense of who they are, their heritage and what makes our local area unique and special. The children’s ability to apply geographical skills is a vital part of Geography at St Martin’s; this enables them to confidently communicate their findings and geographical understanding to a range of audiences.
Geography is by nature an investigative subject, which develops an understanding of concepts, knowledge, and skills. The geography lessons at St Martin’s will encompass this and seek to inspire children’s curiosity of the world and its people, it will provoke thought about both natural and human environments, together with ensuring children have a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human features. 

The lessons will be underpinned with a focus on developing geographical skills and ensuring sound progression of knowledge and a sequenced understanding of key concepts. As teachers we aspire to ensure that the skills taught are transferable throughout their time at St Martin’s and into their further education. 
Our mixed-age curriculum is deliberately designed so that pupils learn through a shared geographical enquiry while following an age-appropriate pathway of knowledge, skills and geographical concepts. This ensures a coherent experience for each class alongside clear progression and suitable challenge for every year group.

Our core aims are:
· To be competent geographers who can collect, analyse, and interpret a range of geographical sources using field work effectively. Children are fluent in the skills of enquiry, can apply questioning skills and reach clear conclusion where they can explain their findings.
·  To be confident geographers who have a deep contextual knowledge regarding the world’s locality and an intuitive understanding into the physical and human features of our globe. Children have a broad understanding of ways in which places are interconnected and dependent on each other
· To be individuals who recognise and celebrate diversity. Children can examine their own life experience and life knowledge and compare it with other areas and experiences. Children express excellent knowledge of where places are and what they are like both in Britain and the wider world.

Children at St Martin’s develop a genuine interest in the subject and a real sense of curiosity about the world and the people who live here.

Diversity:
St Martin’s strongly believe that the discipline of geography is particularly well positioned to celebrate and explore diversity. Geography covers many important themes that highlight the richness of different cultures, communities, and environments, while encouraging children to make a positive difference. Although our school is situated in a rural area where 91% of the local community is White British, our school itself is very diverse. As a result, our children have a strong appreciation of the wider world’s diversity and are eager to learn about different people and places.

Curriculum Design and Implementation:

Our principal aim for Geography at St Martin’s is for all children to develop a greater understanding and knowledge of the world, as well as their place in it and to promote inquisitive and active geographers. Our curriculum is designed in such a way that, over the course of study, teaching is designed to help learners to remember in the long term the content they have been taught and to integrate new knowledge into larger concepts. 

Our geography curriculum is structured around four key strands:
· Locational knowledge
· Place knowledge
· Human and physical geography
· Geographical skills and fieldwork
We follow a spiral curriculum model, where key knowledge and skills are revisited and developed throughout Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. As pupils progress, they encounter increasingly challenging content that builds on their prior learning. This enables them to secure their understanding and make meaningful links across time and place.
Mixed-age curriculum design and sequencing:
Reception and Year 1 follow a two-year Cycle A/B, while Years 3, 4 and 5 follow a three-year Cycle A/B/C. Within each cycle, pupils in the mixed-age class explore the same Gateway questions, enabling shared discussion and purposeful enquiry. However, the knowledge, geographical skills and concepts taught through each question are carefully selected and pitched for each specific year group. This maintains National Curriculum coverage, avoids unnecessary repetition and ensures that learning becomes progressively more demanding.
Each unit is guided by a Gateway question, which focuses learning on a specific element of the topic rather than attempting to cover an entire theme or geographical region broadly. These gateway questions help develop critical thinking, curiosity, and a sense of purpose throughout each unit of work.
Our curriculum is sequenced carefully across the school to ensure that pupils develop a strong foundation of knowledge and geographical skills. Each unit includes opportunities to:
· Develop fieldwork skills, including observation, measuring, recording, and presenting geographical data
· Explore global and local issues, encouraging pupils to reflect on human-environment interactions
· Make cross-curricular connections, particularly with science, history, and PSHE
· Reflect on diversity, understanding how geography shapes the lives of people in different places, cultures, and communities


Knowledge Acquisition and Lesson Design:

To ensure depth within our enquiry-based geography curriculum we believe there are essential components within our sequence of learning to ensure our children become passionate and successful geographers. 

We want children to be inquisitive geographers therefore our lessons will begin by asking questions that will encourage discussion and deeper thinking about the world, which then leads to the next step within our teaching sequence. As such, all lessons begin with an enquiry-based key questions e.g. Why don’t penguins need to fly? As well as this key question, learning objectives are always shared with children at the start of the lesson and great care is taken to ensure these objectives are age appropriate and accessible for all children while promoting a key geographical concept.


The structure of each lesson will be as follows:

Rapid recap – All lessons will begin with a rapid recap, which assesses children’s knowledge through a low stakes quiz and recaps prior learning. 
Enquiry Question – Every lesson will introduce a key enquiry question and focus on one key geographical concept (disciplinary knowledge)
Vocabulary – Children discuss Tier 3 vocabulary in detail and the etymology of the words.
Main body of lesson- Each lesson will begin with a focus on location. Following this, each lesson will include activities which incorporate fundamental geographical skills whilst ensuring deep understanding of geographical subject knowledge.
​Plenary - reflection is a core component of teaching at St Martin’s and gives all children the opportunity to demonstrate their understanding and reflect on the learning process. We reflect on the concepts promoted in that session, ‘How will that make me a better geographer’

A knowledge organiser is created by teachers and introduced to children at the start of the topic while also being used in sessions to outline key knowledge (including vocabulary) that all children must master and apply in lessons. 
The organiser gives support to learners in sessions and to recall knowledge and increase space in the working memory.
Trips and visiting experts are also used to enhance the experiences of the subject as well as carefully selected resources.

Impact:

To measure the impact of this approach we will ensure that the emphasis is placed on analytical thinking and questioning which help children gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of the world both locally and globally and their place within it due to our enquiry-based key question. 

At the start of the topic, we introduce the children to the Gateway question, the children are given some time to consider their initial thoughts and ideas on the topic and are encouraged to record all that they know. We then introduce knowledge organisers to the children, which gives children the foundation to build their understanding and a point of reference within sessions. 
At the end of the topic the Gateway question is asked once again, and they children record their knowledge encompassing all their learning from the topic. This is then used as a comparative tool to assess the progress across the topic, how has their understanding deepened through the topic and their acquisition of key knowledge.

In addition to this we will undertaking pupil conferencing on a regular basis to assess their understanding, retention of facts and opinions towards geography. 
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