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Hidden Figures Across Our History Curriculum
Mixed-age curriculum map  |  September 2026
	Our approach: At St Martin’s, ‘hidden figures’ help us build a diverse and representative curriculum. Some were overlooked in traditional accounts; others are included because pupils should encounter people of different cultures, ethnicities, genders, heritages and life experiences. A figure does not need to have been forgotten to add an important perspective.



 
 
	Reception and Year 1  |  Cycle B  |  2027–28


	Curriculum enquiry
	Hidden figure
	Why they matter
	Why are they hidden?

	How have toys changed over time?
	Barbie
	Introduced in 1959, Barbie shows how toys and representation have changed, with dolls now reflecting more ethnicities, disabilities, body types and careers.
	She is not unknown; she is included because the changing dolls help pupils explore who has—and has not—been represented in toys.

	What was life like when important queens ruled?
	Princess Sophia Duleep Singh
	A British-Indian princess, goddaughter of Queen Victoria and campaigner for women’s right to vote.
	Victorian royal stories usually centre Queen Victoria, while suffrage stories often overlook the contribution of British-Indian women.

	Why is Old Sarum an important place?
	Eleanor of Aquitaine
	A powerful medieval queen traditionally linked with Old Sarum during her years of imprisonment. She connects the local site with monarchy and power.
	Medieval history often centres kings and battles; Eleanor adds the perspective of an influential woman whose political importance extended across Europe.


	Year 2  |  standalone programme


	Curriculum enquiry
	Hidden figure
	Why they matter
	Why are they hidden?

	How did the Great Fire change London?
	Frank Bailey
	A pioneering firefighter who joined West Ham Fire Brigade in 1955 and is recognised as one of Britain’s first full-time Black firefighters. He supports comparison between then and now.
	Fire-service histories tend to focus equipment and famous incidents; Black pioneers and the barriers they faced are less often included.

	How did Rosa Parks help to change the world?
	Claudette Colvin
	At 15, she refused to give up her bus seat nine months before Rosa Parks and later helped challenge bus segregation through the courts.
	Rosa Parks became the best-known public face of the bus boycott, so Colvin’s earlier action and legal contribution are much less widely taught.

	Why was the Moon landing significant?
	Katherine Johnson
	A mathematician whose calculations supported NASA’s early human spaceflight and Moon missions.
	Space history often celebrates astronauts, while Black women mathematicians behind the missions remained largely out of public view.


 


 
Years 3, 4 and 5  |  Three-year rolling programme
	Years 3, 4 and 5  |  Cycle A  |  2026–27


	Curriculum enquiry
	Hidden figure
	Why they matter
	Why are they hidden?

	How did life change in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age?
	Faith Vatcher
	An archaeologist who co-led important excavations around Stonehenge and helped identify evidence of much earlier activity in the landscape.
	Accounts of archaeology have often foregrounded better-known male excavators, while her contribution is frequently mentioned only alongside her husband’s.

	How did the Anglo-Saxons shape Britain?
	Æthelflæd, Lady of the Mercians
	A skilled ruler who defended and strengthened Mercia and played a major part in resisting Viking expansion.
	Male-centred and West Saxon accounts gave her less attention than male rulers, despite the scale of her political and military leadership.

	Why was the Islamic Golden Age important?
	Lubna of Córdoba
	Remembered as a highly educated scholar, librarian and mathematician in 10th-century Córdoba.
	Women’s intellectual contribution to the Islamic Golden Age is less often represented than that of male scholars, so her story adds an important gender perspective.



	Years 3, 4 and 5  |  Cycle B  |  2027–28


	Curriculum enquiry
	Hidden figure
	Why they matter
	Why are they hidden?

	What can we learn from Ancient Egypt?
	Hatshepsut
	One of ancient Egypt’s most successful pharaohs, associated with trade, building projects and a long, stable reign.
	After her death, parts of her image and name were deliberately removed, and later retellings often treated a female pharaoh as an exception.

	Were the Vikings only raiders?
	Gudrid Thorbjarnardóttir
	Remembered in the Vinland sagas as an Icelandic woman who travelled widely and took part in Norse settlement journeys across the North Atlantic.
	Popular Viking stories focus on male raiders and explorers, obscuring women’s roles in travel, settlement, family life and cultural exchange.

	What was life like in Tudor England?
	John Blanke
	A Black trumpeter at the courts of Henry VII and Henry VIII, shown in the Westminster Tournament Roll.
	Tudor history usually centres monarchs and nobles, while the lives of ordinary Black Tudors are harder to recover from surviving records.


 
	Years 3, 4 and 5  |  Cycle C  |  2028–29


	Curriculum enquiry
	Hidden figure
	Why they matter
	Why are they hidden?

	What was the impact of the Roman invasion of Britain?
	Queen Amanirenas
	A ruler of the Kingdom of Kush who led resistance to Roman expansion. She offers a useful comparison with Boudicca and the Roman viewpoint.
	Roman history is usually told from a Roman or European perspective, so African kingdoms and women who resisted Roman power receive less attention.

	What is the legacy of Ancient Greece?
	Aspasia
	An influential woman in ancient Athens who was associated with philosophy, rhetoric and leading intellectual figures of the period.
	Few women’s voices survive from Ancient Greece, and much of what is known about Aspasia was recorded by male writers. She adds a female perspective to Athenian society.

	How have Black Britons shaped Britain?
	Lilian Bader
	One of the first Black women to serve in the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force, where she trained as an instrument repairer.
	Wartime accounts often foreground male pilots and combat, while Black women’s skilled technical service receives much less attention.



 
	Year 6  |  standalone programme


	Curriculum enquiry
	Hidden figure
	Why they matter
	Why are they hidden?

	What made the Kingdom of Benin significant?
	Queen Idia
	A powerful Iyoba (Queen Mother) associated with political leadership and military support in the Kingdom of Benin.
	Benin is often taught through its Obas and famous artworks, while the influence of the Queen Mother is less widely explored.

	Why was Salisbury important to aviation in the First World War?
	Dorothy Lawrence
	A young journalist who disguised herself as a soldier so that she could report from the Western Front. She provides a wider First World War comparison alongside the local aviation study.
	Women were excluded from front-line reporting, and publication of her account was restricted during the war. Her experience adds a female perspective to wartime history.

	How have crime and punishment changed over time?
	John Kent
	A police officer in Carlisle from 1837, widely recognised as Britain’s first Black police officer.
	His story was recovered from historical records much later, so it did not appear in many established accounts of British policing.
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