        History Curriculum overview

National Curriculum coverage

	Key stage 1 Curriculum coverage

	Changes within living memory (To reveal aspects of change in national life)

	How have toys changed over time?

What’s so important about the moon landing?

	Significant events beyond living memory.

	Why did the Great Fire of London spread so quickly?

	The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements.

	What was lifelike when important Queens ruled?
Why was Rosa Parks famous? (linked Black British)
What’s so important about the Moon landing?

	Significant historical events, people, and places in their own locality.

	Why is Old Sarum an important place? (Local History)



 
	Key Stage 2 Curriculum coverage

	Changes in Britain from Stone Age to Iron Age
	How much did life change from the Stone age to the Iron age?


	The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain

	How did the Roman invasion impact Britain?


	Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots. The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor
	How did the Anglo-Saxon invasion impact Britain?

Were the Vikings raiders or settlers?

	A local history study.

	How much did life change from the Stone age to the Iron age?

How did Salisbury contribute to WW1?

	A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066.

	Why are the Tudor Monarchs still so prominent today?

What role have Black Britons played in shaping Britain’s history? (Thematic Study)

How has crime and punishment changed throughout history? (Thematic Study)

	The achievements of the earliest civilizations: An overview and a depth study of one

	What did the Ancient Egyptians achieve?


	Ancient Greece- a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world
	What is the legacy of Ancient Greece?

	A non- European society that provides contrasts with British history.

	Why is the Islamic Empire referred to as the ‘Golden Age of Islam’?

What causes the rise and fall of Benin’s kingdom?
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	Year R and 1
	Year R and 1
	Year 2
	Year 3, 4, 5 (2026)
	Year 3, 4, 5 (2027)
	Year 3, 4, 5 (2028) 
	Year 6

	Term 1 
	Why are nursery rhymes important?


	How have toys changed over time?



	Why did the Great Fire of London spread so quickly?

	How much did life change from the Stone age to the Iron age?
(Local History)

	What did the Ancient Egyptians achieve?

	How did the Roman invasion impact Britain?

	What caused the rise and fall of Benin's kingdom?



	Term 3 
	Who is important in our community?
(Local History)




	What was life like when important Queens ruled?
	Why was Rosa parks famous 
(linked black british) 

	How did the Anglo-Saxon invasion impact Britain?

	Were the Vikings raiders or settlers?

	What is the legacy of Ancient Greece?
(Thematic Study)

	How did Salisbury contribute to WW1?
(Local History Focus Aviation)



	Term 5 
	What has happened in my life?
What is a memory?


	
Why is Old Sarum an important place?
(Local History)


	What’s so important about the moon landing?

	Why is the Islamic Empire referred to as the ‘Golden Age of Islam’?
(Link to Vikings)

	Why are the Tudor Monarchs still so prominent today?

	What role have black Britons played in shaping Briton’s History?
(Thematic Study)


	How has crime and punishment changed throughout history?
(Thematic Study)



Long Term Overview
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Chronology:

The order in which key events happened or important historical figures lived and how these events connect or overlap.
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Historical enquiry:

The range of sources that provide information about history and their reliability or accuracy.
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Significance:

 Anything that has a bearing on a person or an event and how this influenced a situation – including how the past is remembered.
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Similarity and difference:

Comparing people, places, and events by looking at their similarities and differences. 
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Change and continuity:

Over time, some things stay the same and some change both across and within different time periods.  This can influence how we live today.
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Cause and consequence 

The reason for and impact of events in history on civilisations and the wider world both at the time and in the future.
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Interpretations 

The way in which events in the past are explained – the difference between fact and opinion.













[image: A picture containing text, clock, gauge

Description automatically generated]  History Big Ideas


	[image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated]



Monarchy:

A country with a kind or queen in charge
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Society:

People living together in an ordered community.
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Invasion:

To enter without permission or with force
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Legacy:

Something that is handed down from one period to another period of time.
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Empire:

When different people or countries are ruled by one person or country  


































Year R/1 

	
	Term 1
	Term 3
	Term 5

	Unit
	How have toys changed over time?
	What was life like when important queens rules?
	Why is Old Sarum an important place?
(Local History)

	Big Ideas 
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	Recommended disciplinary emphasis
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Year 2


	
	Term 1
	Term 3
	Term 5

	Unit
	Why did the Great Fire of London spread so quickly?

	Why was Rosa parks famous 
(linked Black British) 
	What’s so important about the moon landing?


	Big Ideas 
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	Recommended disciplinary emphasis
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Year 3, 4, 5 (2026-2027 cycle)



	
	Term 1
	Term 3
	Term 6

	Unit
	How much did life change from the Stone age to the Iron age?
	How did the Anglo-Saxon invasion impact Britain?
	Why is the Islamic Empire referred to as the ‘Golden Age of Islam’?

	Big Ideas 
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Year 3, 4, 5 (2027-2028 cycle)

	
	Term 1
	Term 3
	Term 6

	Unit
	What did the Ancient Egyptians achieve?
	Were the Vikings raiders or settlers?
	Why are the Tudor Monarchs still so prominent today?

	Big Ideas 
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	Recommended disciplinary emphasis
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Year 3, 4, 5 (2028-2029 cycle)

	
	Term 1
	Term 3
	Term 6

	Unit
	How did the Roman invasion impact Britain?
	What is the legacy of Ancient Greece?
(Thematic Study)
	What role have black Britons played in shaping Briton’s History?
(Thematic Study)

	Big Ideas 
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	Recommended disciplinary emphasis
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Year 6
	
	Term 1
	Term 3
	Term 6

	Unit
	What caused the rise and fall of Benin's kingdom?
	How did Salisbury contribute to WW1?
	How has crime and punishment changed throughout history?
(Thematic Study)

	Big Ideas 
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	Recommended disciplinary emphasis
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Concept progression

	EYFS
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	Interpretations
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	Cause and consequence
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	Sequence familiar events and stages in their own lives

Use words such as before, after, then, now and long ago.

Recognise that the past is anything that has already happened.

Use photographs or objects to explain what came first and what came next.
	Ask questions about the past and use photographs, objects, stories and memories to find simple answers.
Handle familiar objects and describe what they notice.
Recognise that books, photographs, objects, videos and people’s memories can tell us about the past.
	Know that a familiar event, like a birthday, can be represented in different ways, e.g. a photograph, a video, and memories. 
Understand that people may remember or tell the same event differently.
	Describe something that has changed and something that has stayed the same in their own life or a familiar tradition. 
	Give a simple reason why something happened or why a person acted, using because.

Link a simple action to what happened next.
	Recognise similarities and differences between themselves, other people, families, communities and traditions.
Compare using same, similar and different.
	Recognise that some people, places or events are remembered because they did something important or affected others.

Say what a remembered person, place or event did.

	Suggestions linked to current curriculum

	Toys: Sort toys into “older” and “newer”. Queens: Put pictures of the queens in a simple order. Old Sarum: Sequence pictures showing the site changing over time.
	Toys: Handle and examine old and new toys. Queens: Look closely at portraits to find clues about the queens. Old Sarum: Use photographs, maps and remains to explore what the site was like.
	Toys: Compare a real old toy with how it appears in a book or picture. Queens: Compare two different portraits or stories about the same queen. Old Sarum: Compare different artists’ reconstructions of the castle.
	Toys: Identify how materials and movement have changed while noticing that children still play with toys. Queens: Explore how clothing and ways of living changed between different queens. Old Sarum: Notice how the buildings and uses of the site changed over time.
	Toys: Explain why a toy moves when it is pushed, pulled or wound up. Queens: Give a simple reason why a queen made a decision. Old Sarum: Explain that the castle was built to protect people.
	Toys: Compare the material, appearance and movement of old and modern toys. Queens: Compare the clothing, homes or lives of two queens. Old Sarum: Compare a motte-and-bailey castle with a later stone castle.
	Toys: Explain why a special toy is important to them or their family. Queens: Say why an important queen is remembered. Old Sarum: Explain why the site is important to Salisbury and its local history











	Year 1
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	Place familiar objects, people and events in a simple chronological order and recognise that some events happened a long time ago.

Use then, now, past, present, before and after accurately.

Recognise that a person’s life or a place can change over time.
	Place familiar objects, people and events in a simple chronological order and recognise that some events happened a long time ago.

Use then, now, past, present, before and after accurately.

Recognise that a person’s life or a place can change over time.
	Recognise that pictures, stories and accounts may show the same person or event differently.
Identify whether a representation was made at the time or later.
Suggest that artists or storytellers may choose to emphasise different details.
	Identify and describe simple changes and continuities between then and now.

Sort features into changed and stayed the same.

Describe a change using specific detail rather than only saying old and new.
	Give a simple cause or consequence of a person’s action or historical event.

Distinguish a reason from what happened as a result.

Use because, so and therefore to make a simple causal link.







	Compare two objects, people, places or times using visible features and simple historical vocabulary.

Choose a simple feature for comparison, such as material, role, appearance or use.

Support a comparison by referring to an object, picture or known fact.
	Give a simple reason why a person, place, development or event is remembered

Identifying why some individuals are significant both locally and nationally 

Begin to understand what makes someone or something significant.



	Suggestions linked to current curriculum

	Toys; important queens; Old Sarum.
	Old and modern toys; portraits of queens; remains and images of Old Sarum.
	Portraits of queens and reconstructions of Old Sarum.
	Toy materials and manufacture; queenship; development of Old Sarum.
	Why toy production changed; actions of queens; why castles were built at Old Sarum.
	Old and new toys; queens’ reigns; castles over time.
	Important queens; Old Sarum; changes in toys.















	Year 2
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	Use dates and time vocabulary to sequence events and place studied people or events in relation to one another.

Use dates such as 1666, 1955 and 1969 as chronological markers.

Sequence several stages within an event or a person’s life.




	Gather information from more than one source, make simple deductions and recognise that different sources answer different questions.

Distinguish between what a source shows directly and what can be inferred.

Combine information from two or more sources to form a simple conclusion.
	Identify differences between accounts or representations and suggest a simple reason for them.

Separate an established fact from an opinion or claim about the past.

Use historical knowledge to decide which parts of a representation are convincing.



	Describe changes resulting from an event and recognise that some features continue.

Recognise that an important event does not cause everything to change immediately.

Explain who experienced a change and whether it affected everybody in the same way.
	Give more than one reason why something happened or explain more than one result.

Understand the difference between the event that made something happen and the wider reasons that had developed over time.

Explain that the same event can affect people in different ways—some consequences may be positive, while others may be negative.
	Compare experiences within or between periods and recognise that people living at the same time did not all share the same experience.

Compare people’s experiences by considering race, role, wealth or opportunity where relevant.

Recognise similarities as well as differences between past and present.
	Explain an individual’s or event’s impact and recognise local, national or international importance.

Consider whether impact was local, national or international.

Recognise that significance may come from long-lasting influence, symbolism or commemoration

	Suggestions linked to current curriculum

	1666 Great Fire; 1955 Rosa Parks; 1969 Moon landing.
	Pepys and images of the Great Fire; evidence about Rosa Parks; photographs, film and artefacts from Apollo 11.
	Different accounts of the Great Fire; ways Rosa Parks and the Moon landing are commemorated.
	Rebuilding after the Great Fire; civil-rights progress; continuing exploration after the Moon landing.
	Why the Great Fire spread; consequences of Rosa Parks’ arrest; reasons for and effects of the Moon landing.
	Londoners in 1666; Black and White Americans in the 1950s; different roles in the Moon mission.
	Great Fire; Rosa Parks; Moon landing and Katherine Johnson.






	Year 3  (Developing)
Within the mixed Years 3–5 enquiry, Year 3 pupils identify, select and describe using relevant historical knowledge and evidence
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	Sequence the main events within a period and use period-specific terms such as BC, AD, century, ancient and prehistoric.

Place the period studied on a timeline in relation to periods already known.

Use decade, century, BC and AD with increasing accuracy.
	Children extract simple information from text/pictures/objects showing basic comprehension.

Children make simple deductions about what text means based on what is included e.g. the person is wearing a crown they must be part of the Monarch.

Children start combining information from more than one source.

Realise that there are potential weaknesses in eyewitness
Accounts.
	Compare two interpretations and identify similarities, differences and the evidence each uses.

Recognise that an interpretation is a constructed account of the past, not the past itself.

Identify the main message or viewpoint presented by an interpretation
	Identify changes and continuities across a period and support them with accurate examples.

Compare the beginning and end of a period using clear criteria such as homes, work, technology or beliefs.

Recognise that different aspects of society can change at different rates.

Sees that changes don’t always last e.g. much of the Roman impact was lost when the Saxons invaded and settled.

	Identify more than one cause or consequence and organise them into a clear explanation.

Use evidence and knowledge to support each cause or consequence named.

Begin to distinguish the actions of individuals from wider conditions.









	Identify similarities and differences between groups or aspects of life using accurate period detail.

Use more than one criterion to organise a comparison.

They are secure in understanding the main differences between today and the
period being studied.
Children know that not everyone in the past lived in the same way. They can contrast life for rich and poor. They know that there are different levels in society.
	Identify significant achievements, developments or people and support the choice with relevant knowledge













	Year 4 (Securing)
Within the mixed Years 3–5 enquiry, Year 4 pupils explain, connect and cross-reference using increasingly secure historical knowledge and evidence.
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	Place studied periods on a wider timeline and recognise overlap, duration and intervals between them.

Recognise that historical periods overlap and do not all begin or end at the same time.

Describe duration and interval, including how long developments or legacies lasted.


	Cross-reference sources, explain their usefulness for a particular question and identify gaps or limitations.

Judge usefulness in relation to the enquiry question rather than labelling a source simply useful or useless.

Explain what a source cannot tell us and identify evidence that would help fill the gap.


	Explain why interpretations differ because evidence is incomplete, creators have different viewpoints, or new evidence has emerged.
Relate differences between interpretations to gaps in evidence or different selections of evidence.
Explain how new discoveries can lead historians to revise an interpretation.
	Explain the nature and pace of change, recognising that change can be gradual, rapid, uneven or reversible.

Identify a development that accelerated, slowed, continued or was reversed.

Explain a change by connecting it to its historical context.


	Connect causes and distinguish types such as political, economic, religious, social or environmental; distinguish short- and long-term consequences.

Explain a causal chain in which one development makes another more likely.
	Explain similarities and differences by linking them to status, belief, location, gender, power or historical context.

Explain why a similarity or difference existed using contextual knowledge.

Compare groups within one society as well as comparing different periods
	Use criteria such as impact, scale, duration, relevance and remembrance to explain significance.

Apply more than one criterion and recognise that they may produce different judgements.

Compare the significance of two achievements, people or developments.

	Suggestions linked to current curriculum

	Compare Ancient Egypt, Ancient Greece, Roman Britain, Anglo-Saxons, Vikings, the Islamic Empire and Tudors
	Use archaeological, written, visual and material evidence from the rolling units.

	Reconstructions of ancient societies; contrasting portrayals of Vikings or Roman rule.

	Anglo-Saxon/Viking control, Roman impact, Tudor religious change or Islamic expansion.
	Anglo-Saxon migration, Viking activity, Roman invasion, Islamic expansion and Tudor change.
	Pharaohs and farmers; rulers and subjects; raiders and settlers; different groups in Roman Britain.

	Achievements of Ancient Egypt or the Islamic Empire; Anglo-Saxon and Viking influence.














	Year 5 (Deepening)
Within the mixed Years 3–5 enquiry, Year 5 pupils evaluate, prioritise and justify using detailed historical knowledge and evidence.
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	Use dates, duration and concurrence to make links within and across periods and explain why chronological context matters.
Move confidently between broad overview and detailed chronology within a period.
Use chronological context to explain links between developments in different places or periods.
	Evaluate source usefulness and reliability by considering origin, purpose, context and corroboration; qualify conclusions where evidence is limited.

Consider who created a source, when, why and for whom.

Corroborate claims and use cautious language such as the evidence suggests or we cannot know for certain.
	Evaluate which interpretation is better supported and explain how purpose, audience and emphasis shape an account.

Consider creator, audience and purpose when evaluating an interpretation.

Reach a supported judgement about which interpretation provides the more convincing explanation.
	Judge the extent and significance of change for different groups and distinguish short-term change from enduring legacy.

Rank changes by scale, duration or impact and justify the ranking.
Distinguish change experienced at the time from a legacy visible much later.
	Explain how causes interacted, assess their relative importance and evaluate consequences for different groups.

Prioritise causes using language such as main, underlying, trigger and contributing.

Assess consequences by considering scale, duration and effects on different groups.


	Make thematic comparisons across periods and explain why patterns are similar or different without overgeneralising.

Construct a thematic comparison across two or more studied societies.

Qualify conclusions using phrases such as in some respects, for certain groups and to a greater extent
	Compare significance, recognise that judgements depend on criteria and viewpoint, and justify which legacy or development matters most.

Explain why different people or communities may judge significance differently.

Distinguish significance to people at the time from significance to people today.

	Suggestions linked to current curriculum

	For example, relate the Tudor period to early Black British history or compare developments occurring in Britain and the Islamic world.
	Especially useful for Vikings, Roman invasion, Tudor monarchy and Black British history.


	Tudor monarchs, Viking raiders/settlers, Roman impact and Black British history.


	Ancient Greece, Black Britons, Tudors, Romans and the Islamic Empire.

	The strength of the Islamic Empire, Tudor prominence, Roman impact or the experiences of Black Britons.
	Empires, monarchies, invasions, societies and legacies across the rolling programme.
	Ancient Greece, Tudor monarchs, Roman Britain and Black Britons.






	Year 6
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	Construct and use an overview chronology to connect developments across British, local and world history.

Select dates that act as useful turning points or markers within an argument.
Compare the pace and duration of developments across several periods.
	Plan an enquiry, select and evaluate a range of evidence, and reach a substantiated conclusion while acknowledging uncertainty.

Formulate focused sub-questions and select the most relevant evidence independently.

Distinguish reliability from usefulness and explain how contextual knowledge affects evaluation.
	Explain that interpretations are constructed and may change; compare their arguments and make a reasoned judgement using contextual knowledge and evidence.

Compare the arguments and emphases of several interpretations.

Explain how contemporary values or the aspect being studied can influence the way history is interpreted.
	Trace patterns of change and continuity across long periods, identify turning points and explain how one change can lead to another.

Track one theme across several periods and identify patterns.

Evaluate whether a development represents gradual change, a turning point or continuity beneath apparent change.
	Construct a substantiated causal argument, prioritising linked causes and evaluating intended, unintended, immediate and long-term consequences.

Construct a sustained explanation in which causes interact rather than appearing as a list.

Evaluate unintended consequences and explain how short-term effects can generate longer-term change.
	Compare experiences and developments across several periods, using criteria and recognising diversity within societies.

Select and apply explicit criteria independently.

Use comparison to reveal patterns while recognising exceptions and diversity within each society.
	Reach a balanced judgement about historical significance using explicit criteria and evidence, including how significance changes over time or between groups.

Weight criteria rather than treating each as equally important.

Reach and defend a balanced judgement, acknowledging counterarguments and changes in significance over time.

	Suggestions linked to current curriculum

	Benin; Salisbury in the First World War; crime and punishment across time.


	Benin, local First World War evidence and crime-and-punishment records.
	The fall of Benin, commemoration of Salisbury’s First World War contribution and changing views of punishment.
	Crime and punishment across British history; rise and fall of Benin; Salisbury during and after WW1.

	Rise and fall of Benin; Salisbury’s contribution to WW1; changes in crime and punishment.
	Benin and Britain; local and national wartime experience; justice for rich and poor across time.
	Benin, Salisbury’s First World War contribution and turning points in crime and punishment.
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	EYFS / Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3/4/5
	Year 6

	Why are nursery rhymes important?

What was life like when important queens rules?

Why is Old Sarum an important place?
(Local History)

	Why did the Great Fire of London spread so quickly?






	What was lifelike in Ancient Egypt?

Why are the Tudor Monarchs still so prominent today?

How did the Anglo-Saxon invasion impact Britain?




	How has crime and punishment changed throughout history? (Thematic Study)
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	EYFS /Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3/4/5
	Year 6

	Why are nursery rhymes important?

Who is important in our community?
(Local History)

What has happened in my life?
What is a memory?

How have toys changed over time?

What was life like when important queens rules?



	Why did the Great Fire of London spread so quickly?

Why was Rosa parks famous?
(linked Black British)








	How much did life change from the Stone age to the Iron age?

How did the Roman invasion impact Britain?

Were the Vikings raiders or settlers?

What is the legacy of Ancient Greece?

Why is the Islamic Empire referred to as the ‘Golden Age of Islam’?

What role have black Britons played in shaping Briton’s History? (Thematic Study)
	What caused the rise and fall of Benin's kingdom?

How did Salisbury contribute to WW1?

How has crime and punishment changed throughout history? (Thematic Study)
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	EYFS /Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3/4/5
	Year 6

	Why is Old Sarum an important place?
(Local History)


	
	How did the Roman invasion impact Britain?

How did the Anglo-Saxon invasion impact Britain?

Were the Vikings raiders or settlers?
	What caused the rise and fall of Benin's kingdom?

How did Salisbury contribute to WW1?
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	EYFS /Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3/4/5
	Year 6

	Why are nursery rhymes important?

Who is important in our community?
(Local History)

What has happened in my life?

What is a memory?

How have toys changed over time?

What was life like when important queens rules?






	Why did the Great Fire of London spread so quickly?

Why was Rosa parks famous 
(linked Black British)

What’s so important about the moon landing?











	What was lifelike in Ancient Egypt?

How much did life change from the Stone age to the Iron age?

How did the Roman invasion impact Britain?

How did the Anglo-Saxon invasion impact Britain?

What is the legacy of Ancient Greece?

Why is the Islamic Empire referred to as the ‘Golden Age of Islam’?

Why are the Tudor Monarchs still so prominent today?

What role have black Britons played in shaping Briton’s History? (Thematic Study)
	How did Salisbury contribute to WW1?

How has crime and punishment changed 
throughout history? (Thematic Study)
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	EYFS /Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3/4/5
	Year 6

	
	
	Why is the Islamic Empire referred to as the ‘Golden Age of Islam’?

What was lifelike in Ancient Egypt?

	What caused the rise and fall of Benin's kingdom?
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