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History Curriculum Statement
‘We are not makers of history. We are made by history’
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Curriculum Aims:

At St Martin’s Primary School, we are committed to providing a high-quality History education for all our children. By doing so we will equip them with the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed beyond the school gates, in the wider world.	
History lessons at St Martin’s provide a foundation upon which children build their understanding of the world. Through a rigorous enquiry-based approach, all children learn what it means to be a historian and become immersed in and inspired by history. Underpinning all lessons is a clear focus on developing and securing historical skills (disciplinary knowledge), alongside carefully sequenced historical knowledge and substantive concepts. We aspire to ensure that the knowledge and skills taught are transferable throughout pupils’ time at St Martin’s and into the next stage of their education. Our core aims are:

· To be inquisitive, curious historians who can ask and answer questions, analyse evidence and draw contrasts about the past.
· To be critical historians who can interrogate primary and secondary sources and understand the methods of historical enquiry.
· To have a rich historical language that enables children to talk confidently and coherently about the past and apply vocabulary such as empire, invasion and legacy accurately.
· To develop secure and extensive historical knowledge which is retained, revisited and used to explain connections across periods and places.
· To be individuals who recognise and celebrate diversity. Children are able to examine their own life experience and life knowledge and compare it with the experiences of those in the past.

Curriculum drivers: Diversity and Belonging
At St Martin’s, we place a strong emphasis on diversity and belonging throughout our curriculum. As a richly diverse school community, we believe it is vital that every child sees themselves and others positively represented in what they learn. History offers a powerful opportunity to explore a wide range of cultures, perspectives and experiences, helping pupils appreciate the richness and complexity of the wider world.

While we are located in a rural area where 91% of the local population is White British, our school community reflects a much broader cultural and ethnic representation. This makes it all the more important that our curriculum is inclusive, representative, and outward-looking.

Diversity is directly addressed through our ‘Hidden Figures’ lessons, which shine a spotlight on significant people whose contributions have too often been overlooked. These individuals are studied within the context of their time and considered through a modern lens so that pupils understand their achievements, experiences and significance. For the specific figures included, please see the Hidden Figures appendix.

Throughout our history curriculum, we aim to:
· Reflect the diverse backgrounds and stories of people across time and place.
· Broaden pupils’ understanding of global cultures and experiences.
· Challenge narrow or stereotypical representations of the past.
· Promote a more inclusive view of history that values all voices and perspectives.
Diversity and belonging are not standalone topics at St Martin’s: they are embedded through the curriculum. Belonging provides an additional whole-school thread, helping pupils understand themselves, their local community in Salisbury, Britain and the wider world. Across subjects, pupils encounter diverse voices, people, places and achievements so that they learn both what makes communities distinctive and what connects us. In History, this is strengthened through local studies, global civilisations, thematic enquiries and Hidden Figures.

Curriculum design and implementation:

Our overarching aim for History at St Martin’s is for all children to develop an understanding of their place in the world and to promote curiosity and fascination to ensure they become passionate and active historians. Our curriculum is designed in such a way that, over the course of study, teaching is designed to help learners to remember in the long term the content they have been taught and to integrate new knowledge into larger concepts.

Pupils study three History units each year. Every unit begins with a gateway question that focuses learning on a significant aspect of a period, person or development and encourages pupils to think deeply about the past. The curriculum is carefully sequenced so that knowledge is revisited, connected and strengthened over time, while each unit is located securely within the wider chronological narrative.
Routes through the curriculum
Our rolling programmes enable children in mixed-age classes to learn together while following an age-appropriate route through the National Curriculum:
· Reception and Year 1 follow a two-year rolling programme, with learning rooted in Understanding the World and building deliberately towards Key Stage 1 history.
· Year 2 follows a standalone programme which consolidates Key Stage 1 expectations and prepares pupils for the increased chronological range and disciplinary challenge of Key Stage 2.
· Years 3, 4 and 5 follow a three-year rolling programme. This ensures full National Curriculum coverage, prevents repetition and maintains progression regardless of the point at which a pupil enters the cycle.
· Year 6 follows a standalone programme which draws together prior learning through the Kingdom of Benin, Salisbury’s contribution to the First World War and the thematic study of crime and punishment.
Each annual cycle in the mixed Years 3–5 phase contains:
· a study of early civilisation or ancient history;
· a study of Britain over time; and
· a significant world civilisation or thematic enquiry.
This gives every cohort a broad and balanced curriculum each year and, across the full three-year route, develops a coherent understanding of Britain’s past and the wider world.
Progression within our mixed-age phases
Reception and Year 1 share each enquiry, with progression built into expectations. Reception explores the past through Understanding the World using stories, objects and personal experiences. Year 1 builds on this by sequencing events, using historical vocabulary, examining sources and explaining simple changes.
Children in Years 3, 4 and 5 encounter the same core enquiry and essential knowledge, but the disciplinary demand is deliberately different. Year 3 pupils identify, select and describe using relevant knowledge and evidence; Year 4 pupils explain, connect and cross-reference; and Year 5 pupils evaluate, prioritise and justify. This enables shared teaching without limiting older pupils or expecting younger pupils to work beyond an appropriate level.
Substantive knowledge is organised through five recurring big ideas: Monarchy, Invasion, Society, Empire and Legacy. These lenses help pupils connect learning across periods and places. Disciplinary knowledge progresses through Chronology, Historical Enquiry, Interpretations, Change and Continuity, Cause and Consequence, Similarity and Difference, and Significance. The long-term map, knowledge progression and concept progression documents work together so that teachers know what pupils should learn, remember and be able to do at each stage.

To develop well-rounded and successful historians, we follow the National Curriculum while personalising learning for our children and our local context. Lessons have a clear History objective and are adapted so that all pupils, including those with SEND and pupils learning English as an additional language, can access ambitious content. Our long-term map and progression documents secure continuity across key stages and define the age-related disciplinary outcomes within mixed-age teaching.

To ensure depth within our enquiry-based history curriculum we believe there are essential components within our termly sequence of learning to ensure our children become inquisitive and active historians. 

· Enquiry questions – We want children to be inquisitive historians who are confident enough to question and investigate the past. History is a process of enquiry: searching for evidence, examining it and weighing what it can tell us. Lessons therefore use questions that encourage discussion and deeper thinking, such as ‘Why did Iron Age people bury coins and not return for them?’
· Explicit historical skills – Children are encouraged to use the full range of history skills. One such example is the way in which children explore cause and consequence to support their historical line of enquiry. Using the Great Fire of London as a case study, children investigate why the fire started and what effects it had on the city and its people. Lesson questions such as, “What were the main causes of the Great Fire of London?” and “How did the fire change life in London afterwards?” help pupils think critically about the event and its impact on history.

Knowledge Acquisition and Lesson Design:

History is taught in alternate terms. Each week, children have a minimum of two dedicated History sessions focusing on historical knowledge and disciplinary thinking.

The structure of each lesson will be as follows:
Rapid recap – All lessons will begin with a rapid recap, which assesses children’s knowledge through a low stakes quiz and recaps prior learning. 
Enquiry Question – Every lesson will introduce a key enquiry question and focus on one key historical concept (disciplinary knowledge)
Vocabulary – Children discuss Tier 3 vocabulary in detail and the etymology of the words.
Main body of lesson – Learning is placed within the relevant chronological context. Activities develop essential historical knowledge and require pupils to use the disciplinary concept identified for the lesson, with expectations adapted appropriately by year group.
​Plenary - reflection is a core component of teaching at St Martin’s and gives all children the opportunity to demonstrate their understanding and reflect on the learning process. Children add cumulatively to a mind map which they then use as a learning aid in all future lessons and as a tool in our assessment schedule.

A knowledge organiser is created by teachers and introduced at the start of each topic. It identifies the essential knowledge and vocabulary that all pupils must master and apply, while year-group expectations are made clear through the progression documents.
The organiser supports pupils during lessons and at home, strengthens recall and reduces unnecessary demand on working memory.
Trips and visiting experts are also used to enhance the experiences of the subject as well as carefully selected resources.

Curriculum Impact:

The impact of this approach is seen when pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and the wider world; remember essential knowledge over time; make connections through the five big ideas; and use historical evidence and disciplinary concepts with increasing independence. Our children will be curious, analytical and keen to understand the past and its relationship to their lives today.

At the beginning of each topic, children are given a Gateway question. Initially, they answer using their prior learning and understanding which informs teachers of children’s current knowledge of historical concepts. 

At the beginning of each lesson children are given low stakes quizzes named ‘rapid recap’. This supports pupils to retrieve information and allows teachers to track whether pupils remember essential knowledge, avoiding unnecessary anxiety and stress.

Throughout every lesson, teachers assess knowledge and disciplinary thinking through questioning, discussion, pupils’ work and other assessment-for-learning opportunities. In the mixed-age phase, this is judged against the distinct Year 3, Year 4 and Year 5 outcomes.

At the end of each topic, pupils return to the gateway question to demonstrate the essential knowledge they have learnt and how their historical thinking has developed.

During each assessment week, pupils complete a cumulative quiz that includes knowledge from more than one topic, enabling teachers to check that earlier learning has been retained as well as recently taught content.
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